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Symbolism and Significance of the
Lincoln Canes for the Pueblos of New
Mexico
MARTHA LaCROIX DAILEY

The Lincoln canes are a significant material possession of the Pueblo
Indians of New Mexico. The canes were made in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1864 and then immediately delivered to nineteen pueblos to
mark the arrival of their United States Land Patents. Since then, the
pueblos have used the Lincoln canes as the symbol of the pueblo
governor's authority. Generally, marked differences in statu~ do not exist
inPueblo culture but when the "Lincoln cane" is presented, it is the
symbol of the office of governor allowing the holder ,of the cane to perform a service to his people for his term of office; he heads the secular
affairs of the pueblo and acts as liaison to outsiders.
The authority of the pueblo governor resides in an ebony cane
capped with a silver crown, called the Lincoln cane because "A. Lincoln" is inscribed on the silver crown. Although it is popularly held that
President Abraham Lincoln presented the staffs to the pueblos, the canes,
in fact, were ordered and delivered in 1864 by the Superintendent of
Indians for the Territory of New Mexico, Dr. Michael Steck. Steck's
decade of service to the Apache and his imbroglio with General James
H. Carleton over the relocation of the Navajos are well known, but the
role he played in creating the Lincoln canes, as well as their subsequent
significance among the pueblos, is still largely overlooked.
On 19 May 1863, United States Commissioner of Indian Affairs
William P. Dole appointed Steck as the new Superintendent of Indians
for'New Mexico Territory. Steck, a Pennsylvania physician who joined
a wagon train to the West in 1849, had credited himself as Indian Agent
to the Apache. He prepared for his new appointment by studying records
of Spanish-Puebloan relations at the Governor's Palace in Santa Fe,
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New Mexico. He needed the weight of precedent to solve with fairness
the myriad problems that the Pueblos brought before him. Steck had
limited relations with the Puebloan peoples in the 1850s, but as the new
superintendent they became a major responsibility of his department.
The American relationship with the Pueblo was unique in the Southwest because they had been less difficult to deal with than the Navajo
and Apache. The Pueblo Indians were sedentary villagers anxious to
secure rights to their agricultural lands. Pueblo governors repeatedly
visited Steck's office in Santa Fe and asked for United States land pat€1J1ts to further secure title to their land. Steck was determined to resolve the issue of land patents.
Steck completed all the documentation necessary for the land patents and in early 1864 went to the Land Office in Washington, D.C. to
receive those that were ready. Steck planned to return to the Southwest
with not only the official land patents, but also with black staffs or canes
made of ebony and CliPped with a silver head. Steck knew the Pueblos
used staffs that the Spanish had given them as commissions of office
and emblems of authority. Since the United States was finally going to
issue titles to the individual pueblos, Steck conceived the idea of canes
to commemorate the occasion. Steck linked the canes to the president
of the United States and they became known as the Lincoln canes.
The Pueblos were relieved when their land patents were finally delivered and immediately the Lincoln canes were imbued with all the symbolic significance of their Spanish predecessors. Steck had bolstered a
key component of Pueblo society. In more than one hundred twenty-five years since the canes were delivered to the Pueblos, the Lincoln
canes have played a significant role in their civil administration.
The Pueblo Indians of the American Southwest were known to Europeans since Francisco Vasquez de Coronado's expedition of
1540-1542. Their culture is externally uniform, compared to other groups
of Indians, and they have a distinct world view. I Subsisting on the cultivation of corn, beans, and squash, the Pueblo Indians lived in villages
of adobe houses surrounding a plaza. The Spaniards, when they settled
in New Mexico in 1598, required the Pueblos to accept vassalage to the
crown. Under the Spanish colonial system, the Pueblos were recognized
as hereditary owners of the land they cultivated. As historian Marc
Simmons has noted, "during the first century of Spanish rule, each
Pueblo [sic] .was tacitly allowed a minimum offour square surrounding
leagues. But only after 1700, and then at different times for individual
villages, were formal grants issued."2 The United States' policies toward the Pueblos grew out of the pattern of relationships first established by the Spanish.
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Since Juan de Onate's administration (1598-1607), the Pueblos were
acknowledged as repub/icas, semi-autonomous municipalities with certain inherent rights of self-government. The Spanish recognized that a
form of native administration already. existed under a system of caciques, but a new set of pueblo officers was created to deal directly
with the governor in Santa Fe. These officials included a governor, a
lieutenant governor, war captains, a sheriff (a/guaci/), irrigation ditch
bosses (mayordomos), and church wardens (sacristanes or fisca/es).
Since 1620 these administrators were often chosen in elections or appointed to their post by the cacique at the first of the year and held
office for one year.
The pueblo officers received confirmation of titles from the Spanish governor in Santa Fe. At that time, the pueblo governor received a
black cane trimmed with silver and silk tassels as a symbol of authority.
There were times during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries when
a civil officer was appointed from the Spanish population as the "Protector oflndians." Charged with defending Indian rights, freeing Indians from oppression, and making certain they received proper religious
instruction, the office nevertheless proved impotent in protecting the
Pueblos from mistreatment.
Actual civil administration of the Pueblo Indians was scarcely affected by transfer of rule from Spain to Mexico in 1821. Grants of land
made by the Spanish crown to individual pueblos were recognized by
the Mexican government, and in some cases, the Mexicans issued new
canes to some of the pueblos. The Spanish had guaranteed the land titles
of the Pueblo Indians and supported their rights against encroachment;
however, the Mexican Republic was less willing to curtail the expanding Mexican population from trespassing on Indian land. Conflict over
claims increased in the twenty-five years of Mexican rule. 3
Following the Mexican War in 1848, Americans learned that relations with the Pueblos would be very different from previous experience with other Indian tribes in the United States, or with other tribes in
the newly-acquired southwestern territories>.-The Spanish and Mexican
governments had extended full citizenship and a degree of self-administration to the Pueblos. The United States did not try to "civilize" the
Pueblos; rather, they offered them a program of '~government protection that extended them aid in maintaining their self-sufficiency and
peaceful habits."4 From the administration ofIndiansunder James S.
Calhoun in 1849 to the superintendency of Steck in 1863, a sharp distinction was made between the Pueblo or village Indians who were
deemed "relatively advanced," and the other, hostile nomads.
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Dr. Michael Steck. Photograph by Thomas B. Kern of an original oil painting. Courtesy
of Mary Margaret Steck Kern.

Increasing numbers of whites made the pueblo lands vulnerable to
encroachment. The original pueblo grants were confirmed by the territorial government in 1854, but the Pueblo Indians constantly complained
to their agents about trespassing by Americans of Mexican or Anglo
origins. s John Greiner, Calhoun's successor as agent to the Pueblos and
Steck's good friend, often had to negotiate solutions to village problems. The Pueblo Indians viewed their agent "as heir to the paternal
authority wielded by Spanish and Mexican governors," but the agent,
according to Simmons, was not always successful as "Protector of Indians."
The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the Mexican War and provided that the United States confirm the Spanish land grants made to
the Pueblos. Congress eventually confirmed thirty-five distinct Spanish land grants to the Pueblo Indians totaling 700,000 acres. Steck's goal
in 1863 and early 1864 was to carry out the promises made to the Pueblos and deliver their. titles of patent- in confirmation of Spanish land
grants. Steck'applied to the Land Office for titles for nineteen pueblos,
and suggested that the president of the..United States issue commemorative canes for the occasion, just as the Spanish and Mexican governments had done when civil government was instituted.
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Steck knew that the Pueblo Indians revered the canes or varas as
symbols of thei r governor's authority. These silver-headed canes were
engraved with a cross that was placed on a silver mounting. The Spanish had decreed that the tribes would elect new civil officers at the end
of each year, and the cane became a symbol of the commission given to
the pueblo governor upon his inauguration. The Spanish canes, which
are still used during gubernatorial inaugural ceremonies, could have been
issued in 1598 by Onate, or in 1620 when these offices were instituted
under the auspices of the Spanish crown. Then, as now, the governor
was to represent the pueblo in all important dealings with the outside
world. The governor, who kept the cane in his home during his tenure,
spoke with authority because he possessed its symbol, the Spanish cane.
It is possible that the remaining Spanish canes date from 1620, but it is
unclear whether the canes could have survived the Pueblo Revolt of
1680.
If the Spanish canes do not date from 1598 or 1620, then they prob-

ably arrived when General Diego de Vargas subdued the pueblos twelve
years after the revolt in 1692. Other posibilities include that they date
from six years later when the pueblos were restored to Spanish dominion, or the canes were given in confirmation of an early eighteenth-century agreement or treaty.6 If they were presented in 1620 and survived
the revolt, it may be because the canes had some practical use-perhaps as a unit of measure. Each pueblo grant measured out to 500 varasin cloth or silk. The canes, thirty-three inches in length, was equal to
one vara. Most of the pueblos today possess a cane that is alternately
c
called the "Spanish cane~' or the "Spanish vara."
The earliest American to note the existence and significance of the
Spanish canes in the pueblos was a young officer in the United States
Army who led an expedition into the Southwest in 1807; North of Santa
Fe, on the Rio Grande, the Spanish cavalry met Zebulon M. Pike and
arrested him. Under military escort, Pike and his fifteen men ,were taken
through New Mexico to Chihuahua, for questioning: Pike was presented
to Governor Nemesio Salcedo. Pike had visited the pueblos of San Juan,
Pojoaque, Tesuque, and Santo Domingo. 7 Pike was not allowed to take
notes while he was detained and all his papers were confiscated. As
soon as he was free to return to the United States, however, he wrote a
detailed account of aU he had observed; including precise data. After
his visit to Santo Domingo Pueblo, Pike wrote in his journal on 5 March
1807, "It is a village of about one thousand natives. The Governor was
distinguished by a cane with a silver head and a black tasseL"8
, In 1821 Mexico became independent from Spain; and the new government presented new staffs 'with a silver thimble top to some of the
pueblos. For those pueblos that received them, these canes became the
new symbol of authority. Within a generation, American troops invaded
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the Southwest. Major W. H. Emory recorded that as General Stephen
Watts Kearney's army entered Santa Fe, the villa fell immediately. As
he approached Santo Domingo Pueblo, he was met by mounted leaders
who displayed "canes with tassels, the emblems of office in New
Mexico."9 At the end of the Mexican War in 1848, native tribes that
disturbed the peace became the object of attention of the United States
army, but the relatively peaceful, agriculturally-based pueblo tribes were
allowed to continue their former existence. In the 1860s, when the territory of New Mexico fell again under United States military occupation
during the Civil War, non-cooperative Indian tribes became a serious
concern to Lincoln, to the military department, and to the Indian Bureau. The Pueblo Indians, however, remained peaceful.
In October 1863, when Steck met with Utes at Conejos in southern
Colorado to clearly define the domains of the Ute bands, Lincoln sent
his secretary, John Nicolay, to observe the treaty negotiations. The meeting at Conejos lasted one week. At its successful conclusion, Nicolay
presented the Ute leaders with silver medals from Lincoln. 10 According
to Chester E. Faris, a former Area Director for the Bureau of Indian
Affairs who researched the origin of the Lincoln canes in the 1950s,
Steck may then have perceived the canes as an appropriate symbol to
commemorate the deliverance of land patents. It also made sense to re·

Santiago Naranjo, Governor of Santa Clara Pueblo, holds the Lincoln cane, 1923. Courtesy of the National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.,
negative number 1963-a.
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ward the Pueblo Indians for their cooperation during the Civil War, but
there is no document that defines the canes as rewards for good behavior.
In mid-December 1863, Steck wrote to his deputy, W.B. Baker, and
assured him that soon he would get the canes of office for the pueblos
and the land patents. On 24 January 1.864 he wrote again to Baker that
he would soon be leaving Washington, D.C. for Santa Fe. Steck said he
would bring the pueblo land patents that were ready and an official staff
for each of the governors, to be used by them as their custom dictated. II
The following month, on 15 February, Steck was in Philadelphia and
ordered from John Dold nineteen canes of ebony. It is unclear whether
alI of the silver mountings were done in Philadelphia or in New Mexico. 12
Dold engraved Lincoln's name on the mountings, and then engraved
the Pueblo's name. Steck paid $5.50 for each cane, according to voucher
# 1 of his "Cash Accounts," filed from February through June 1864. Steck
carried the canes with him on his return trip to Santa Fe.13
Steck left Washington, D.C. on 20 February 1864, accompanied by
his wife, Rose. Their infant son had recently died. Rose was
grief-stricken and ill with consumption, and Steck believed that the climate of the Southwest would relieve her suffering. In Santa Fe, Steck's
half-sister Kate prepared for their arrival, and Baker also looked forward to the arrival ofthe Steck family. Steck had ordered glassware from
St. Louis, Missouri on his way to Washington, D.C. and Baker told him
it had arrived safely in Santa Fe. While Steck was away, Baker had allowed the Aguirre family to stay in Steck's house, but now thl: home
was being readied for Steck's arrival. No one in Santa Fe knew about
the death of the Stecks' infant son.
The folIowing summer, John Ward, Steck's agent for the pueblos,
filed an official receipt for the nineteen canes on 20 July 1864. Ward's
property return for the quarter ending 30 September 1864 shows that
eleven canes or staves of office were issued on 16 and 20 September to
Indian delegations from the pueblos situated south and west of the
agency at Pena Blanca, New Mexico. Those issued to the south and west,
according to Ward's report of30 June 1864, went to Cochiti, Zia, Santa
Ana, Santo Domingo, San Felipe, Sandia, Isleta, Jemez, Laguna, Acoma,
and Zuni Pueblos. At the end of December 1864, Ward's accounts .show
that eight more canes were issued during October and November to
pueblos situated north of the agency: Tesuque, Pojoaque, Nambe, San
I1defonso, Santa Clara, San Juan, Picuris, and Taos. All nineteen pueblos received their canes in 1864. The Lincoln cane idea was developed
by Steck. He ordered the canes, carried them to the Southwest, and then
delivered them to Ward. 14 The Lincoln canes were delivered to the pueblos in the autumn of 1864. The delivery was meant to coincide with the
arrival of land patents from Washington, D. C. Several canes are inscribed
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with the Spanish word a. meaning "to," preceeding the pueblo's name,
and some have ornate floral designs. These may be the work of New
Mexican silversmiths, as replacements for the original silver head.
Legends persist that Lincoln, himself, presented the canes to an assembled group of pueblo governors. However colorful and persistent
these legends may be, Lincoln never traveled to the trans-Mississippi
West while he was president. Another legend maintains that the pueblo
governors went to Washington, D.C. to receive the canes from Lincoln.
In the Handbook ofNorth American Indians: Southwest, Velma Garcia
Mason, Florence Hawley Ellis, and Marjorie F. Lambert all reported that
the pueblo governors received the canes from Lincoln. There is, however, no proof that any pueblo governor received his cane from Lincoln
in Washington, D.C. or in the West. Robert S. Barton concluded that
"despite the imaginative writers who described the cross-country trek
of the governors and the courteous hospitality of Mr. Lincoln, the facts
are ... the President never saw the governors, and they never saw Washington." 15
To what extent was Lincoln involved in the presentation of the canes
that bear his name? Barton states that Lincoln authorized the purchase
of the canes indirectly through the Secretary of the Interior and the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Steck had to have all his purchases
approved, and this demonstrates Lincoln's virtual approval through the
chain of command. It is highly unlikely that Steck would affix Lincoln's
name on the canes without some kind of approval from the President.
But Lincoln's appointment book shows no record of any meeting with
Steck, and Lincoln scholars and biographers have not mentioned the
Lincoln canes. There is a possibility, however, that Steck had an opportunity to meet with the president informally. In the letter Steck wrote to
Baker on 17 December 1863, he said:
I will get the staffs of office for the Pueblos. Their patents are
being issued and I have permission to issue goods on hand if
the lease is all right ... Old Abe has been very sick. [He] says
he has been bothered by friends very much [for patronage) but
he has som'ething now that he can give all-smallpox. He is
better. [He went] out to a lecture last night but looked thin and
haggard. 16
If such a meeting took place, the subject could have been the issuance of canes bearing the inscription of Lincoln's signature. Barton
thinks a meeting with Lincoln took place between November 1863, when
Steck arrived in Washington, D.C., and late January 1864, when Steck
received Senate confirmation of his reappointment as Superintendent
of Indian Affairs for the Territory of New Mexico.
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On 27 May 1864, the Santa Fe New Mexican reported that Steck
brought an official vara for each of the pueblos in the territory. 17 In all,
Steck had delivered nineteen canes; Pecos Pueblo was abandoned, and
did not receive a cane. More than a hundred years after Steck brought
the Lincoln canes from Philadelphia to New Mexico, the canes continue
to be the symbol of civil authority for the pueblos. A look at how the
pueblos use the Lincoln canes today points to the significance of Steck's
role, providing the Pueblo Indians with an artifact that could symbolize
their relationship with the United States government.
Zuni Pueblo, the westernmost in New Mexico, spoke a language
unrelated to all the other pueblos. Many photographs exist of Zuni Governors brandishing their canes. For Zuni Pueblo, the canes are not just
an insignia of office, but they believe "the authority of office resides in
the canes." 18 Even in the pre-contact period, the symbol of office was a
special feather staff called a te/nanne. The priest who appointed the officials placed the staff in their hands, said a prayer, and breathed on the
feather staff four times, thereby charging the recipients with the responsibilities of office. 19
After the Spanish brought canes to Zuni Pueblo to be used in the
commission of civil offices, the feather staff was replaced by the new
Spanish cane. In the territorial period, the Lincoln cane was adopted.
There was a gradual secularization of Zuni Pueblo government and the
election of the governor and other officials has replaced their appointment by the religious hierarchy. Today, the head cacique presents the
Lincoln cane to the governor after his election. 20 Since the 1940s, only
the Lincoln cane has been used as the authority of office; when the cane
is taken away, the official has no power. In Zuni Pueblo, if a caneless
man were to give an order, the proper response would be, "Where is
your cane?"21
Once, Zuni Pueblo lost their Lincoln cane. Immediately, they requested that the Bureau ofIndian Affairs supply a new one. In the meantime, uneasiness characterized the pueblo and a serious search took
place. Although a new cane was sent from Washington, D.C., Zuni
Pueblo returned it after recovering the original cane. At Zuni Pueblo,
the practice of breathing on the cane was important. Indeed, the term
for governor is Ta pu pu or "he who blows on wood. "22 It is unclear if
the pueblo still possesses its Spanish vara, or if it ever had a Mexican
cane. If these canes do exist, neither is used.
Acoma Pueblo is located sixty miles west of Albuquerque and is
one of two pueblos that speak a dialect of the western Keresan language
family. Traditional culture is strong at Acoma Pueblo and it is the medicine man who presents the canes to the new office holders in January.
The Lincoln cane is presented to the governor, the Spanish cane to the
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Mariano Carpentero, Governor of Sandia Pueblo, holds the Lincoln cane, 1899. Courtesy
of the National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., negative number 2079-a.

first lieutenant, and the Mexican cane to the second lieutenant. Acoma
is one of the few pueblos that possesses all three canes, and still uses
each one. 23
Laguna Pueblo is the second western Keresan-speaking pueblo, located forty-two miles west of Albuquerque. It is considered the wealthiest and probably the most acculturated of all the pueblos. 24 Secular
offices are filled through appointment by the religious hierarchy at Laguna Pueblo. Despite this acculturation, Ellis notes that a "Water clansman still ritually 'feeds' and cares for the sacred canes of office once
belonging to the hunt and the town chiefs. "25 At Laguna Pueblo, all canes
are blessed and presented by the Catholic priest: the Lincoln cane is
presented to the tribal governor, the Spanish cane to the first lieutenant,
and the Mexican cane to the second lieutenant. The tops of the canes
are worn down from use and any inscriptions are obliterated. 26
Taos Pueblo is the northernmost in New Mexico and is Tiwa-speaking. Secular government is strong at Taos Pueblo and it maintains a strict
conservatism. The Taos Pueblo Council annually elects twenty-two civil
officers. To be eligible for office, one must have been initiated into a
society, exemplifying the influence of religion and religious leaders on
the secular system. 27 The governor receives four canes of authority at
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the beginning of his one-year term. The war chief, who is somewhat on
the same level as the governor, receives one cane. 28 Since the governor
receives the Lincoln, Mexican, and Spanish canes, the other two canes
may be domestic versions.
Picuris Pueblo is the second of the two northern -Tiwa-speaking
Pueblos. The pueblo had shifted to a more secular orientation by the
1960s, and the cacique was replaced by the governor as the leader of
the pueblo. The annual election of officers takes place in the community building on New Year's Day where all men over the age of eighteen
are allowed to vote and form a collective community council. In 1883,
Picuris Pueblo lost the silver top of its Lincoln cane and replaced it with
one designed by the Indian Agent, Pedro Sanchez. In a 1977 photograph, the sheriff, the first war chief, and the governor each held a cane.
T~e governor had possession of the Lincoln cane. 29
Fifteen miles north of Albuquerque is the Sandia Pueblo, one of
two southern Tiwa-speaking people. The cacique is the spiritual and
"true" leader of the village and is considered "the mother of the people."
He and his assistants, in consultation, choose the governor, who serves
as the administrator of secular authority and receives the Lincoln cane.
The governor and other officers serve one-year terms. 30
Isleta Pueblo is the second southern Tiwa-speaking tribe. At Isleta
Pueblo on New Year's Day the town chief sprinkles the canes with his
medicine bowl and gives them to the secular officer at Squash kiva. 3 ) A
strong rule of secrecy prevails, but it is known that the governor receives the Lincoln cane, the first lieutenant receives the Spanish cane;
and, the native-made shorter canes, decorated with beads, are given to
the second lieutenant and the war captains. Isleta leaders are nominated
from each moiety and then chosen by vote. 32
At Isleta Pueblo, a political schism .occurred between 1940 and 1942.
The pueblo was divided between the progressives, called "Radicals,"
and the conservatives or traditionalists. The Radical Party governor refused to turn over his office to the new governor who had been chosen
from the conservatives. The Lincoln cane was given instead to a medicine man belonging to the progressives. Isleta Pueblo had two governors, one appointed, but without a cane, and one with a cane, but not
appointed. 33 Isleta Pueblo believes that the power of office resides in
the Lincoln cane. The unwillingness to transfer it illustrates both the
divisions within the pueblo and the importance ofthe Lincoln cane as a
symbol of political authority.
In 1838, the survivors of Pecos Pueblo joined Jemez Pueblo. On 18
June 1864, Steck received a visit from the thirty-two survivors who
wanted to sell their lands granted to them by the Spanish government in
1689. The claimants possessed congressional confirmation of their surveyed land granted to them in December 1858. Steck's subsequent 1et-
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ter to Dole reported that the Pecos grant covered several hundred acres
of fine farming lands and included one of the best water-power sources
in the territory. He thought it could be sold for at least ten thousand
dollars. Steck had not provided Pecos Pueblo with a Lincoln cane and
their Spanish cane was either lost or sold. 34 In 1952, Faris noted
The people of Pecos were in possession of a black ebony stick
like the regular pueblo canes of the other pueblos but having a
highly floralled crown without inscription in brass ... maybe
Pecos made their own stick and crowned it with what they could
get. 35
Today, there are still Pecos Indians at Jemez Pueblo. 36 The civil
government at Jemez Pueblo is selected by the cacique and his staff.
The canes are blessed by the priest on 6 January, the feast day of the
Three Kings, and the newly-appointed governor receives both the Lincoln cane and the Spanish cane. The first lieutenant receives the Mexican cane. The officers conduct all tribal business with the outside world
and receive no salary. A year's service is regarded as a "duty" to their
people. 37
The other Keresan-speaking pueblos have cultural characteristics
in common. Cochiti Pueblo, on the west bank of the Rio Grande in cen-

Vicente Jiron, Governor of Isleta Pueblo, holds the Lincoln cane, 1899. Courtesy of the
National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., negative
number 2003.
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tral New Mexico, no longer has a Spanish cane or a Mexican cane. The
head religious leader, the cacique, presents the Lincoln cane to the incoming goven,lOr when he takes office in January. 38 The cacique, or Flint
Headman, names the governors and war captains. The cacique is considered the "mother" of his people, as in other pueblos. 39 Cochiti
Pueblo's Lincoln cane has a floral silver top, which indicates the original silver mounting may have been lost and was replaced by a local
jeweler.
Santo Domingo Pueblo, on the east bank of the Rio Grande. is thirtyfive miles southwest of Santa Fe and is Keresan-speaking. Traditionally, the cacique designated the war priests and the Shikami medicine
society headman made appointments to secular offices that had Spanish origins. Young men were selected for service in one of three offices:
war captaincy, governorship, and the office of fiscale. A council of elders is made up of men who have served in one of the major offices.
Today, former governors, who serve as lifetime members of the council, choose the governor, lieutenant governor, mayor,and lieutenant
mayor for one-year terms. 40 The governor receives the Lincoln cane.
San Felipe Pueblo is the central village of the five Keresan-speaking pueblos in the Rio Grande Valley. The cacique appoints the governor, lieutenant. eight captains, and six fiscales yearly. 4l The Lincoln cane
is given to the new governor in January. Santa Ana Pueblo governors
have often had their photographs taken with the three canes they possess. The Lincoln canes and the Spanish cane are presented to the new
governor in January and the Mexican cane is presented to the tribe. 42
The civil government, originally set up to handle relations with the Spanish, has evolved so that now the pueblo governor is the principal intermediary with the Americans. All officers,are appointed yearly by the
cacique; the civil administration includes a governor, his lieutenant. four
or five captains. and six fiscales. 43
Zia Pueblo, a Keresan-speaking Pueblo, is located on the Jemez
River, thirty miles north of Albuquerque. Zia Pueblo's Lincoln cane has
a floral design inscribed with the Spanish word a, preceeding the tribe's
name, and "A. Lincoln Pres. U.S." Sebastian Shije received the first
Lincoln cane, according to pueblo records. Both the Lincoln cane and
the Spanish cane are given to the governor. In 1943 an article on Zia
Pueblo referred to a Mexican cane of dark brown wood carried by the
lieutenant governor. It had a silver head and ferrule with an engraved'
cross. That cane no longer exists today.44 At Zia Pueblo, the cacique
appoints the governor (Dabopo in Zia), the lieutenant governor. and four
assistants or capitanes, who function as intermediaries for the pueblo.
Zia Pueblo, which rejected tribal reorganization under the 1934 Indian

140

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1994

Reorganization Act, uses a Spanish cat-o-nine-tails along with their
canes as symbols of office. Former governors, known as principa/es,
serve on an informal advisory panel to each new governor. 45
There are six Tewa-speaking pueblos, of which San Juan is the largest and the northernmost in New Mexico. Lacking a Mexican cane, San
Juan Pueblo presents the Lincoln cane and the Spanish cane to the new
governor in January. The tribal council makes the presentations. Many
photos exist of San Juan governors with their canes and it is possible to
see the canes at San Juan Pueblo's feast day every June. 46
Santa Clara Pueblo, on the west bank of the Rio Grande between
Santa Fe and Taos, is also a northern Tewa-speaking pueblo. The Lincoln cane, elaborately engraved, and the Spanish cane, incised with a
cross, are presented to the newly-elected governor by the former governor on 6 January, Three King's Day. The canes, blessed by the priest,
have different colored ribbons attached to them. The governor is entitled to add a ribbon when he is elected. There were twenty-two
multi-hued ribbons on the cane in 1960. After the Lincoln cane is presented to the governor, dancing follows in front of the governor's house.
A feast is held, and a bowl of saGred corn meal is kept next to the cane
in the governor's living room. The cane is also used in kiva ceremonies. 47
San I1defonso Pueblo is located twenty-two miles northwest of
Santa Fe, and is Tewa-speaking. Traditionally, their secular government
consisted of a governor and his two lieutenants, who were elected by
the moiety chiefs and the earthly representatives of the mythological
twin war gods. Today, the governor is elected for a two-year period.
Factionalism at San I1defonso Pueblo reached a peak in 1930. The North
Plaza was the home of the governor and he refused to relinquish his
cane to the new governor, who was chosen from South Plaza. North
Plaza is numerically and economically superior to its neighbors. For a
while in the early 1940s, governors were nominated and elected from
each of the plazas in alternating years. This agreement kept on until
1945. In the early 1950s, San I1defonso Pueblo did not elect a governor. 48
According to a clipping from the Denver Post, the governor from
San I1defonso Pueblo wrote a letter to President Dwight D. Eisenhower,
asking "Will you mail me a Lincoln cane-mine has disappeared and
I'll lose my authority:"49 The governor, however, was not a real governor; it is not known if Eisenhower responded. It is also not known if
any canes exist at San I1defonso Pueblo, or if they are used ceremonially. San I1defonso is the only pueblo that elects its governor for a two-year term.
Pojoaque conducts no ceremonies and has no cacique. The Pueblo
maintains its identity by participating in religious and community events
with nearby pueblos, particularly with Nambe and Santa Clara. 50 Lam-
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Antonio A1churleta, Governor of San Juan Pueblo, holds the Lincoln cane, n.d. Courtesy
of the National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., negative number 2031.

bert wrote that in 1954 George Callaway of the Chalchikuitl Turquoise
Mines near Cerrillos, New Mexico brought in an extremely interesting
old watch he had found in the turquoise mine. The watch was in very
bad condition, badly weathered and damaged, but nonetheless one could
clearly see the name of A. Lincoln etched on the inside ofthe back cover.
The style of the etching was identical to that of the Lincoln canes. 51
Calloway had perhaps solved the problem of what happened to Pojoaque
Pueblo's Lincoln cane. The original silver mounting could easily have
ended up as a watch casing in hard times.
Tesuque Pueblo is the southernmost of the six Tewa-speaking pueblos. Only nine miles north of Santa Fe, it is the closest pueblo to that
city and the most conservative of all the Tewa villages. Tesuque Pueblo
follows the unique practice of rotating the governorship among four
men. 52 After the new governor is selected, a former governor, selected
by the out-going governor, presents the canes. The Lincoln, Mexican,
and Spanish canes are given to the new governor to keep during his
tenure of office. 53
In July 1960, at the Republican National Convention in Chicago,
Illinois, all nineteen pueblo governors were presented with silver medallions to commemorate the grant "by President Abraham Lincoln" of

142

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1994

the famous Lincoln canes. In a formal ceremony on the convention floor,
Glenn Emmons of Gal hip, New Mexico, the United States Commissioner
ofIndian Affairs, presented each governor with a medallion that had an
image of Eisenhower on one side and Lincoln on the other. The presentation was broadcast on national television. Thirteen governors had carried their Lincoln canes to the convention and participated in "Lincoln
Day" on the one-hundredth anniversary of the first Republican president. Some of the governors were interviewed on the Dave Garroway
show. Participants included a governor and his aide from each of the
following pueblos: Acoma, Cochiti, Tesuque, Picuris, Laguna, Nambe,
Pojoaque, Sandia, San Juan, Santa Clara, Santo Domingo, Zuni, and
Zia. Three of the governors admitted to being Democrats. The others
said the ceremony would not sway their vote in the upcoming presidential elections. S4
The Lincoln Canes have been remarkably significant as symbols of
civil authority among the pueblos. They are Dr. Michael Steck's legacy,
and still playa role in pueblo civil administration. Although originally
intended as commemorative gifts, marking the arrival of United States
land patents, the canes have since symbolized the authority of each
pueblo's secular leader. The Lincoln canes are symbols of political power
and significant cultural artifacts that represent the peaceful relations
between the pueblos and the federal government.
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